Student Research FAQ’s

WHY DO MEDICAL STUDENTS DO RESEARCH?

There are many reasons for medical students to engage in research during medical school. Some may be considering a career in academic medicine and want to gain the research experience. Others want the opportunity to work in a mentored situation with a faculty member. Regardless of the reason, most students find that a research experience gives them new and useful ways of thinking about clinical problems. 

WHEN CAN A MEDICAL STUDENT FIND TIME TO DO RESEARCH?

Some medical students do research at night or on weekends while enrolled in the regular curriculum, but most prefer to devote blocks of time to doing research full time. Medical students may schedule research blocks in the summer following their first year.

The summer between the first and second years of the medical curriculum is not scheduled for required courses. Many students at NJMS opt to get involved with the Summer Student Research Program (SSRP) and do a small research project with a faculty mentor. If you want to get involved with the SSRP, you should attend the Research Poster Session in early October and the Information Meeting held in February to learn about the projects being offered that coming summer.

The SSRP pays students a stipend for eight weeks of full-time research. There are also numerous sources of outside fellowship support for students doing research in the summer following the first year of medical school. Some of these support research done internally at NJMS others offer the experience to work off-site at another university or laboratory. Most of the application deadlines for summer funding are in the winter, however some are in the fall.  You should allow at least a month to choose a research sponsor and write your proposal. Sources of funding for students doing summer research are listed here.
.

WHO PAYS THE COST OF DOING RESEARCH?

The SSRP is funded in three ways: through fundraising, a grant from the Foundation of UMDNJ and a grant from the National Cancer Institute (NCI). The money raised through fundraising and from the Foundation is used for student stipends only. The grant from NCI also allows faculty mentors a small allowance to cover costs of student research. For the most part, the cost of the equipment and expendable supplies needed for research is covered by a faculty mentor’s grant. Some faculty may arrange for student financial support during the period in which the research will be conducted. 

HOW DO RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS AND STIPENDS AFFECT YOUR FINANCIAL AID SUPPORT?

Financial aid stops once spring courses end. Summer fellowships will not affect your financial aid.

ARE RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS AND STIPENDS TAXABLE?

Yes, under Publication 520 of the IRS, you are required to pay taxes on money received through stipends or fellowships for research. For more information go to http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/forms_pubs/pubs/p520toc.htm
HOW DO STUDENTS REPORT THEIR RESULTS?

Not all research projects yield results within the time that has been allotted, however students who do obtain results are strongly encouraged to present them to the scientific world. Research results can be presented as articles published in scientific journals, as oral presentations or as poster presentations.

The SSRP requires enrolled students to submit in a Research Report at the end of the summer. Each report is published in the annual Summer Student Research Report Publication. Students not enrolled through the SSRP, but who have done research during the summer, can also publish their reports in the Research Report.

Students whose research is funded through the NCI grant, are invited to participate in a Cancer Symposium. Presentations are judged and the first place winner is awarded travel money to a national meeting, second place receives travel money for a local meeting and third place receives a book award.

At the end of the summer, all student abstracts are judged and the SSRP Faculty Advisory Committee choose those they wish to see presented at the annual Student Research Poster Day. Posters are displayed and judged. The student with the highest ranked poster is sent to a national meeting to present his/her research.

