CURRICULUM VITAE

DATE:


06/30/2013
NAME:


Aziz M.  Merchant, MD, FACS

PRESENT TITLE: 
Assistant Professor of Surgery
OFFICE ADDRESS: 
Rutgers-New Jersey Medical School
Department of Surgery

185 South Orange Avenue

MSB G530
Newark, NJ 07103

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

(973) 972-6639 – Research
(973) 972-2400- Clinical/Patient Care.
CITIZENSHIP: 
Yes 
EDUCATION:
A. Undergraduate
University of Chicago


Chicago, Illinois


Bachelor of Science, Chemistry with Honors 
June 1996
B. Graduate and Professional



Jefferson Medical College

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Medical Doctor




June 2000
POSTGRADUATE TRAINING: 
A. Internship and Residencies
Georgetown University Hospital, Washington District of Columbia
Surgical Residency

7/2000-6/2008

Emory University School of Medicine, Atlanta Georgia
Fellowship in Minimally Invasive and Advanced Gastrointestinal Surgery
6/2008-6/2009

B.  Research Fellowships

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Philadelphia Pennsylvania
Fetal Immunology Research Fellowship

7/2002-6/2005
MILITARY:
None

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS:

Department of Surgery
Rutgers-New Jersey Medical School

Assistant Professor

9/2013-Current
Department of Surgery

Ross University School of Medicine

Clinical Assistant Professor

11/2012-8/2013

Department of Surgery


Central Michigan University College of Medicine


Director of Surgical Research


2/2012-8/2013


Department of Surgery


Central Michigan University College of Medicine


Associate Program Director


1/2012-8/2013

Department of Surgery

Central Michigan University College of Medicine

Assistant Professor of Surgery

5/2011-8/2013
Department of Surgery
Michigan State University-College of Human Medicine

Assistant Professor of Surgery

5/2010-5/2013

Department of Surgery

Central Michigan University of College of Medicine

Assistant Program Director

5/2010-12/2011

Department of Surgery


Central Michigan University College of Medicine


Director, Surgical Skills Simulation and Minimally Invasive Simulation


5/2010-8/2013
HOSPITAL APPOINTMENTS: 
Department of Surgery

St. Mary’s General Hospital

Staff Surgeon

9/2015-Current

Department of Surgery
University Hospital

Staff Surgeon

9/2013-Current
University Hospital

Chair, Surgical Care Improvement Program

1/2014-Current

National Surgical Quality Improvement Program
University Hospital

Surgeon Champion

1/2015 – Current 

Department of Surgery


St. Mary’s of Michigan Medical Center


Staff Surgeon


5/2010-8/2013

Department of Surgery

Covenant Healthcare


Staff Surgeon


5/2010-8/2013

OTHER EMPLOYMENT OR MAJOR VISITING APPOINTMENTS: None

PRIVATE PRACTICE:
 
LICENSURE: 

Medical Doctor, New Jersey
DRUG LICENSURE:
CDS and  DEA

CERTIFICATION:     American Board of Surgery
Expiration 7/1/2019
MEMBERSHIPS, OFFICES AND COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:
Association of Surgical Education, Member 2014
Surgical Outcomes Club, Member 2012
American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery, Member 2012
Association of Academic Surgeons, Member 2012
American College of Surgeons, Fellow 2012
Society of American Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES), Committee member, Member 2010
Detroit Surgical Association, Member 2012
Academy of Surgery of Detroit, Member 2010
Saginaw County Surgical Society, Member 2010
Saginaw County Medical Society, Member 2010
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:
1. February 2015: AAS/SUS Surgical Investigators' Course, Las Vegas, NV.

2. March 2014: ASE/APDS Surgical Education Week
3. February 2013: AAS/SUS Surgical Investigators' Course, New Orleans, LA.

4. November 2012: National Institutes of Health, “Introduction to the Principles and Practice of Clinical Research,” Research Course, Online.
5. February 2012: AAS/SUS Annual Fundamentals of Surgical Research Course, Chicago, Il

HONORS AND AWARDS:

Research Innovation Award

Council of Emergency Medicine Residency Directors

03/2016
Golden Apple Nomination for Teaching

Rutgers-New Jersey Medical School

01/2016
Faculty Teaching Award

Central Michigan University College of Medicine

06/2013

Fellow Travel Award
International Fetal Medicine and Surgery Society

06/2004
Hufnagel Research Award

Georgetown University Hospital

06/2003 and 06/2005

Program Director’s Award

Georgetown University Hospital

06/2001
Howard Hughes Medical Institute Research Fellowship

University of Chicago

06/1994 and 06/1995

Richter Fund Research and Fellowship


University of Chicago


06/1994 and 06/1995
SERVICE ON NATIONAL GRANT REVIEW PANELS, STUDY SECTIONS, COMMITTEES:

Society of American Gastroenterologists and Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES) Committees:

1. Research and Career Development, April 2012 to current
Guideline Reviews:

1. Clinical Practice Guidelines for the Perioperative Nutritional, Metabolic, and Nonsurgical Support of the Bariatric Surgery Patient-2013 Update.

2. Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery Accreditation and Quality Improvement Program (ASBMS): Standards Manual and Draft Comments, 2013 Initial Draft
SERVICE ON MAJOR COMMITTEES:

A. National
a. Society of American Gastroenterologists and Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES) Committees:

i. Bariatric Liaison, April 2012 to April 2014
ii. Publications, April 2012 to current
B. Medical School/University

a. Clinical Learning Environment Review, Rutgers May 2015-Current
b. CLER NJMS Hospital Steering Committee, Rutgers May 2015-Current
c. Novel Approaches to Education Work Group, Rutgers April2014-Current
d. Internal Review Committee: Internal Medicine Residency Site Visit, Central Michigan University Jan-2012
e. Faculty Compensation Committee, Central Michigan University February 2012
f. Quality Improvement and Research, Central Michigan University Feb 2012-Aug 2013
g. Surgical Disciplines Chair Search, Central Michigan University Oct 2011-Aug 2013
h. Surgical Steering Committee, Central Michigan University June 2010 

C. Hospital 

a. Partnership for Patients, November 2014-Current 

b. Value Analysis Sub-Committee Operating Room, Feb 2014-Current 
c. EPIC Clinical Documentation Physician Steering Committee, March 2014-Current
d. Chair, Surgical Care Improvement Program, December 2013-May 2015 

e. Surgeon Champion, National Surgical Quality Improvement Program, Jan 2014-Current 

f. Committee on Operating Room Renovations, January 2012-August 2013 
g. Covenant Trauma Process, Operations, and Peer-Review Committee, May 2010-Aug 2013 
h. St. Mary’s Bariatric Section Committee, June 2012-Aug 2013
D. Department 
a. Clinical Strategic Planning Committee, Surgery-Rutgers, January 2014-Current
b. Director of Surgical Simulation, Surgery-Rutgers, March 2014-Current
c. Clinical Competency Committee, Surgery-Rutgers, April 2014-Current
d. Director of Surgical Outcome Research Group, Central Michigan University April 2012-August 2013
e. Director of Surgical Research, June 2011 to Aug 2013
f. Director of Surgical Simulation, Central Michigan University, June 2011-Aug 2013

E. Editorial Boards: 
a. Bariatric Surgical Practice and Patient Care 
(Editor in Chief: Edward Lin, DO, FACS), July 2013 to current
F. AdHoc Reviewer: 
a. PLOS One, August 2015-Current

b. Cardiology and Angiology: An International Journal, May 2016-Current

c. BMC Health Services Research, August 2015-Current

d. BMC Anesthesiology, January 2015-Current

e. BMC Surgery, May 2016-Current

f. WebMed Central, Faculty Reviewer in Laparoscopy, June 2011-Current
g. SAGES Publication Committee, October 2012-Current
i. Video Abstracts Review for SAGES 2012 National Meeting: Foregut, Hernia, Bariatric.
h. ePlasty Journal, February 2014-Current

i. British Journal of Medicine and Medical Research, January 2014-Current
j. The International Journal of Medical Robotics and Computer Assisted Surgery, October 2014
k. Bariatric Surgical Practice and Patient Care, December 2013
l. WebmedCentral Hepatobiliary, January 2013

m. WebmedCentral Laparoscopy August 2013
n. Journal of Minimal Access Surgery December 2011-Current

SERVICE ON GRADUATE SCHOOL COMMITTEES:  None
SERVICE ON HOSPITAL COMMITTEES: 
a. Partnership for Patients, November 2014-Current   

b. Value Analysis Sub-Committee Operating Room, Feb 2014-Current 



c.
EPIC Clinical Documentation Physician Steering Committee, March 2014-



Current


d.
Chair, Surgical Care Improvement Program, December 2013-May 2015 



e.
Surgeon Champion, National Surgical Quality Improvement Program, Jan 2014-



Current 



f.
Committee on Operating Room Renovations, January 2012-August 2013 



g.           Covenant Trauma Process, Operations, and Peer-Review Committee, May 2010-



Aug 2013 



h.           St. Mary’s Bariatric Section Committee, June 2012-Aug 2013
TEACHING RESPONSIBILITIES
A. Lectures 
a. Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, Department of Surgery, Director of Simulation
i. Basic Suturing and Knot Tying, 2 hours
ii. Mock Oral examination, 3 hours
iii. Fundamentals of Laparoscopic Surgery, 2 hours
b. Central Michigan University College of Medicine, Department of Surgery, Assistant Program Director
i. Aug 2011
Coagulation: Physiology and Testing
ii. Aug 2011
Blood and Transfusion therapy
iii. Sep 2011
Nutrition and metabolism
iv. Oct 2011
Nutritional assessment and pharmacology
v. Nov 2011
Transplant immunology
vi. Dec 2011
Infection: Principles, diagnosis, and prophylaxis
vii. Jan 2012

Anesthesia and pharmacology
viii. Jan 2012

Pathophysiology and Treatment of Pancreatitis
ix. Feb 2012
Abdominal wall anatomy and embryology
x. Mar 2012
Common pediatric anomalies
xi. Mar 2012
Biology and treatment of Sarcomas
xii. Apr 2012
Pain and pain control in surgery
xiii. May 2012
Surgical anatomy of colon and rectum
xiv. Jun 2012
Acquired and congenital cardiac disease
xv. July 2012
Cardiopulmonary physiology
xvi. July 2012
Hematology and Coagulation
xvii. Aug 2012
Transfusion and Blood Products
xviii. Aug 2012
Preoperative and Postoperative Care
xix. Sep 2012
Anesthesia and Pharmacology
xx. Oct 2012
Transplantation: medications and indications
xxi. Oct 2012
Thyroid physiology and benign disease
xxii. Nov 2012
Gastrointestinal hormones
xxiii. Dec 2012
Digestion and Gastrointestinal physiology
xxiv. Dec 2012
Reflux, Esophageal Motility Disorders
xxv. Jan 2013

Spleen anatomy and physiology
c. Central Michigan University College of Medicine, Department of Surgery, Medical Student Case Based Study
i. October 2012
Biliary Tract Hernia

ii. September 2012
Adrenal Appendix and Colon

iii. April 2012
Appendix and Colon

iv. April 2012
Biliary Tract

v. April 2012
Pancreas

vi. April 2012
Hernia

vii. March 2012
Adrenal

viii. January 2012
Pancreas

ix. January 2012
Hernia

x. January 2012
Biliary Tract

xi. December 2011
Appendix and Colon

d. Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, Department of Surgery, Assistant Program Director
i. Oct 2013
Bariatric Surgery
ii. Jan 2014

MIS Principles I
iii. Aug 2014
Biliary Basic I
iv. Aug 2014
Biliary Basic II
v. Sept 2014
Benign Esophageal Disease
vi. Sept 2014
Mock Orals Intro Session
vii. Oct 2014
Journal Club Foregut Surgery
viii. Sept 2015
Foregut Disease
ix. Dec 2015
ABSITE review Senior Residents
CLINICAL RESPONSIBILITIES:
1. Clinical Programs Established:

a. Co-director of the  Bariatric Surgery Center, St. Mary’s of Michigan Medical Center, Saginaw, MI, May 2012 to August 2013
b. Director, Complex Hernia Center/Abdominal Wall Reconstruction, Rutgers-NJMS, December 2013 to current
c. Director, Swallowing and Heartburn Program, Rutgers-NJMS, April 2016-current

GRANT SUPPORT:
A. Research Grants:
1. 2003-2005, NIH-National Research Service Award: (F32 HD043583-01) Manipulation of Prenatal Stem Cell Transplant Biology, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Children’s Institute for Surgical Science.

2. 2015-2017, SAGES Fundamentals of Endoscopic Surgery Teaching Plan Project, SAGES Foundation, $20,000.
B. Educational Grants/Funding:

1. Ethicon: TASKits $1,420
2. Endoscopic Tower for Colonoscopy Simulation Research $60,000
3. Laparoscopic Instrument Grant for Simulation $40,000
4. Cadaver Grant for Surgical Anatomy and Dissection
5. Workshop for Vascular Anastomosis Simulation
PUBLICATIONS:
A. Refereed Original Article in Journal
1. Pentakota SR, Patel P, Merchant AM. Assessment of acute care surgical outcomes by surgical modality and liver disease status using the Nationwide Inpatient Sample. Manuscript under review, The American Journal of Surgery. 
2. Green D, Emaad I, Merchant AM. Patient Factors that Predict Complicated Hernia Presentation Using National Hospital Ambulatory Medical Care Survey (NHAMCS).  Submitted for Publication-In Press, American Surgeon.
3. King N, Kunac A, Johnsen E, Gallina G, Merchant AM Design and Validation of a Cost-Effective Physical Endoscopic Simulator for Fundamentals of Endoscopic Surgery Training.  Surg Endosc. 2016 Feb 23. [Epub ahead of print].

4. Syed S, Knapps J, Ahmed M and Merchant AM.  Outcomes in Single-port Versus Multiport Robotic Cholecystectomy: A Systematic Review of the Literature. Annual Research & Review in Biology, 2016 - Volume 9 [Issue 3], Online. 
5. Eric T. Carniol, Emily Marchiano, Jacob S. Brady, Aziz M. Merchant, Jean Anderson Eloy, Soly Baredes, Richard Chan Woo Park. Head and Neck Free Flap Reconstruction:  An Analysis of Unplanned Readmissions. Laryngoscope. 2016 May 2. doi: 10.1002/lary.26039. [Epub ahead of print].

6. King N, Kunac A, Merchant AM.  A Review of Endoscopic Simulation: Current Evidence on Simulators and Curricula Journal of Surgical Education.  J Surg Educ. 2016 Jan-Feb;73(1):12-23.
7. Miranda I, Palvannan P, Merchant AM The Combined Effect of Age and Body Mass Index on Outcomes in Foregut Surgery: A Regression Model Analysis of the National Surgical Quality Improvement Program Data.  Surg Endosc. 2015 Sep 16. [Epub ahead of print]
8. Peranteau WH, Hayashi S, Abdulmalik O, Chen Q, Merchant A, Asakura T, Flake AW. Correction of murine hemoglobinopathies by prenatal tolerance induction and postnatal nonmyeloablative allogeneic BM transplants. Blood. 2015 Sep 3;126(10):1245-54.
9. Patel PV, Merchant AM. Ventral Hernia Repair in the Morbidly Obese Patient: A Review of Medical and Surgical Approaches in the Literature. Bariatric Surgical Practice and Patient Care 9 (2), 61-65.

10. Serio S, Clements J, Grauf D, Merchant AM.  Outcomes of Diabetic and Nondiabetic Patients Undergoing General and Vascular Surgery. ISRN Surg. 2013 Dec 26;2013:963930.
11. Yanquez FJ, Clements JM, Grauf D, Merchant AM. Synergistic effect of age and body mass index on mortality and morbidity in general surgery. J Surg Res. 2013 Sep;184(1):89-100.

12. Wong J, Bhattacharya G, Vance SJ, Bistolarides P, Merchant AM. Construction and validation of a low-cost laparoscopic simulator for surgical education. J Surg Educ. 2013 Jul-Aug;70(4):443-50.
13. Knapps J, Ghanem M, Clements J, Merchant AM.  A Systematic Review and Pooled Analysis of Staple Line Reinforcement During Laparoscopic Sleeve Gastrectomy (LSG), JSLS. 2013 Jul-Sep;17(3):390-9
14. Serio SJ, Schafer P, Merchant AM.  Incarcerated Inguinal Hernia and Small Bowel Obstruction as a Rare Complication of a Penile Prosthesis.  Hernia. 2013 Dec;17(6):809-12
15. Kim R, McCoy M, Bistolarides P, and Merchant AM.  Richter’s Epigastric Hernia with Transverse Colon Strangulation: A Case Report and Brief Review. Am Surg. 2012 May; 78(5):E301-3.

16. Paulus, E, Merchant AM, Lin E.  Management of Parasophageal Hernias in Morbidly Obese Patients. Bariatric Times, Nov 2011:8-13.

17. Addink M, Merchant AM, Bistolarides P.  Colonic Volvulus in an adult after childhood Ladd's procedure for malrotation: A case report.  J Surg Educ. 2012 Jan-Feb; 69(1):101-4. Epub 2011 Sep 15.

18. Merchant AM, Sarmiento JM.  Laparoscopic resection of a hilar cholangiocarcinoma (including major hepatectomy, bile duct resection and biliary reconstruction). Joint American and International Congress on HPB Surgery. Buenos Aires, Argentina. May 2010. Video Submission.

19. Merchant AM, Cook MW, White BC, Davis SS, Sweeney JF, Lin E. Transumbilical Gelport access technique for performing single incision laparoscopic surgery (SILS). J Gastrointest Surg. 2009 Jan; 13(1):159-62.

20. Merchant AM, Lin E, Sarmiento JM. Management of Anatomic Hilar Variations During Laparoscopic Right Hepatectomy. Gastroenterology 136 (5), A-870

21. Merchant AM , Cook MW, White BC, Jeansonne LO, Chavarriaga LF, Davis SS, Sweeney JF,  Lin E. Comparison Between Laparoscopic Paraesophageal Hernia Repair With Sleeve Gastrectomy And Paraesophageal Hernia Repair Alone In Morbidly Obese Patients.  Amer Surgeon, 2009 Jul; 75(7):620-5.

22. Merchant AM, Lin E.  Single Incision Laparoscopic Right Hemicolectomy for a Colon Mass: A Technical Report. Dis Colon Rectum 2009 May; 52(5):1021-4.

23. Peranteau WH, Merchant AM, Hedrick HL, Liechty KW, Howell LJ, Flake AW, Wilson RD, Johnson MP, Bebbington  MW, Adzick NS. Prenatal course and postnatal management of peripheral bronchial atresia: association with congenital cystic adenomatoid malformation of the lung. Fetal Diagn Ther. 2008;24(3):190 

24. Hedrick HL, Danzer E, Merchant AM, Bebbington MW, Zhao H, Flake AW, Johnson MP, Liechty KW, Howell LJ, Wilson RD, Adzick NS.  Liver position and lung-to-head ratio for prediction of extracorporal membrane oxygenation and survival in isolated left congenital diaphragmatic hernia.  Am J of Obst and Gyn.  2007 Oct; 197(4):422. e1-4.

25. Merchant AM, Peranteau WP, Wilson RD, Johnson MP, Bebbington MW, Hedrick HL, Flake AW, Adzick NS. Postnatal Chest Wall Deformities after Fetal Thoracoamniotic Shunting for Congenital Cystic adenomatoid Malformation.  Fetal Diag Therapy.  2007 Jul 24;22(6):435-439.

26. Parenteau W,  Adibe O, Endo M, Merchant AM, Flake AW.  CD26 inhibition enhances allogeneic donor cell homing and engraftment after in utero hematopoietic cell transplantation.  Blood. 2006 Dec 15;108(13):4268-74

27. Hedrick H, Danzer E, Zhao H, Merchant AM, Flake AW, Liechty K, Howell L, Adzick, NS. Liver position is best prenatal predictor of need for ECMO and survival in left congenital diaphragmatic hernia.  American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology 195 (6), S178

28. Adibe OO, Peranteau W, Endo M, Merchant AM, Flake AW.  Real time and static in vivo imaging of donor cells after in utero cellular transplantation using the stereoscopic fluorescent microscope. J Amer Coll Surg.  201( 3): S89-90 (September 2005)

29. Merchant AM, Hedrick HL, Johnson MP, Wilson RD, Crombleholme TM, Howell LJ, Adzick NS, Flake AW.  Management of Fetal Mediastinal Teratoma.  J Pediatr Surg. 2005 Jan ;40(1):228-31.

30. Merchant AM, Flake AW, Surgeons and Stem Cells: A pragmatic perspective on shifting paradigms. Surgery. 2004; 136(5): 975-980

31. Javazon EH, Merchant AM, Danzer E, Flake AW., Reconstitution of hematopoiesis following intrauterine transplantation of stem cells. Methods Mol Med. 2004;105:81-94.

32. Sun S., Merchant AM, Xiao-Qing T, Anjaneyulu PSR, Piccirilli JA “ Efficient Synthesis of S-(Thioalkyl) uridines via Ring Opening of Ureidomethylene Thiolactones,” Journal of Organic Chemistry, 1996: 61(17); 5708.

B. Books, Monographs and Chapters
1. Filiberto DM and Merchant AM. “Bariatric Surgery: Indications and Complications.” In General Surgery: Principles, Practice and Postoperative Complications.  Nova Publishing. ,  November 2014
2. Merchant AM and Bistolarides P. “Richter’s Hernia: Clinical Aspects and Management”  in  Hernias: Signs/Symptoms, Management and Surgical Complications.  Suckow M, Nova Publishing 2013.
3. Merchant AM, Bhanot P, Evans SRT.  “Management of Iatrogenic Splenic Injury”  in Management of Complex Complications in Abdominal Surgery, Operative Techniques in General Surgery, ed. Russel Nauta, Elsevier-Mosby, Vol 10(1), p 4-10, Mar 2008.

4. Merchant AM, and Newman KD. “Pyloromyotomy” , Chapter 87 in Surgical Pitfalls, ed. Stephen R.T. Evans, Elsevier-Mosby, p 871-875, October 2008.

C. Other Articles (Reviews, Editorials, etc.) In Journals; Chapters; Books; other Professional Communications
1. Merchant AM and Bistolarides P.  “Surgical Outcomes Research: Aiming for Better Patient Care.”  Covenant Chart (Newsletter), December 2012.

2. Merchant AM.  “Hernia Surgery.”  Township Times (Healthy Living Supplement), February 2012.

3. SAGES Publication Committee: Video Abstracts Review for SAGES 2012 National Meeting: Foregut, Hernia, Bariatric.

4. December 2011, Journ of Minimal Access Surg: Infarction of the Superior Ileocaecal fold mimicking Acute Appendicitis. Accepted.

D. Abstracts 

1. Society of American Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES) 2016 Scientific Session, March, 2016, Boston, MA. Construction and Validation of a Cost-Effective Physical Endoscopic Simulator for Fundamentals of Endoscopic Surgery Training
2. Society of American Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES) 2016 Scientific Session, March, 2016, Boston, MA. The Effect Of Cirrhotic Versus Non-Cirrhotic Liver Disease On Outcomes Of Acute Care Surgical Cases: An Analysis Of The Nationwide Inpatient Sample.
3. CORD Academic Assembly Advances in Education Research and Innovations Forum, March 2016, Nashville, TN.  The Impact of Interdisciplinary Education on Skills and Attitudes of Emergency Medicine & General Surgery Residents.  

4. Americas Hernia Society, Washington, DC, April 2016.  Age, But Not Insurance Status, Predicts Complicated Hernia Presentation In The 
National Hospital Ambulatory Medical Care Survey.

5. Integrative Health Symposium, Rutgers Biomedical and Health Sciences, Newark NJ May 2015.  The Association of Insurance Status with Complicated Inguinal

Hernia Presentation.

6. Society for Academic Emergency Medicine, May 2015, San Diego, CA.  Pilot Study: New Multidisciplinary Radiology and Emergency Department Algorithm Centered On Screening Appendix CT.

7. Michigan Chapter of the American College of Surgeons, May  2013, Kalamazoo, MI.   Construction and validation of a low-cost laparoscopic simulator for surgical education.
8. Detroit Surgical Association, March  2013, Detroit, MI. Single incision robotic cholecystectomy  vs Multiport robotic cholecystectomy: systematic review and pooled analysis.

9. Michigan Chapter of the American College of Surgeons, May  2013, Kalamazoo, MI.   Acalculous cholecystitis and perforated appendicitis.

10. Detroit Surgical Association, January  2013, Detroit, MI. Analysis Of Outcomes Of Diabetic And Nondiabetic General And Vascular Surgery Patients Oral Presentation
11. Association of Academic Surgeons, Academic Surgical Congress, Feb 2013, New Orleans LA.  Yanquez F, Grauf D, Clements JC, Merchant AM.  Effect Of Age And BMI On Mortality And Morbidity In Elective And Emergent General Surgery.  Oral Presentation: Clinical Trials & Outcomes Global Measures Of Quality.

12. Association of Academic Surgeons, Academic Surgical Congress, Feb 2013, New Orleans LA.  Analysis Of Outcomes Of Diabetic And Nondiabetic General And Vascular Surgery Patients Oral Presentation: Clinical Trials & Outcomes Global Measures Of Quality.
13. Detroit Surgical Association, January  2013, Detroit, MI.   Construction and validation of a low-cost laparoscopic simulator for surgical education.
14. Clinical Robotic Surgery Association (CRSA) Meeting, Sept 2012, Chicago, IL.  Single port versus multiport robotic cholecystectomy: a systematic review and pooled analysis. Poster Presentation.

15. Society of American Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES) 2012 Scientific Session, March, 2012, San Diego, CA.  A Systematic Review and Pooled Analysis of Staple Line Reinforcement During Laparoscopic Sleeve Gastrectomy (LSG), Poster Presentation.

16. Society of Maternal Fetal Medicine, Miami Beach, FL, 2006.  Postnatal Chest Wall Deformities after Fetal Thoracoamniotic Shunting for Congenital Cystic Adenomatoid Malformation. Oral Presentation. 

17. American Society of Hematology, Annual Meeting 2005, Atlanta, GA.  CD26 Inhibition Enhances Allogeneic Donor Cell Homing and Engraftment after In Utero Bone Marrow Transplantation.  Poster Presentation.

18. Association of Academic Surgeons, Houston TX, 2005.  Fetal Gene Therapy for FVIII Deficiency. Plenary Talk Oral Presentation.  

19. American Pediatric Surgical Association, Jacksonville FL, 2005.  Management of Fetal Mediastinal Teratoma. Poster Presentation.  

20. International Society of Experimental Hematologists, Annual Meeting, 2004 New Orleans, LA.  Adult mesenchymal stem cells engraft following in utero transplantation of bone marrow mononuclear cells  Poster Presentation. 

21. International Society of Experimental Hematologists, Annual Meeting, 2004 New Orleans, LA.  Early Engraftment Kinetics of In Utero Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation: Dose Dependence and Route of Administration.  Poster Presentation. 

22. International Fetal Medicine and Surgery Society, Annual Meeting 2004, Charleston, SC. Sustained Expression of Factor VIII After In Utero Gene Transfer in Hemophilia A Mice.  Oral Presentation.

23. International Fetal Medicine and Surgery Society, Annual Meeting 2004, Charleston, SC. Management of Massive Mediastinal Teratoma. Oral Presentation.

24. American Society of Hematology, Annual Meeting 2003, Philadelphia, PA.  Complete Correction of Sickle Cell Disease Pathophysiology in High-level Allogeneic Chimeras Create by a Strategy of In Utero Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation with Postnatal Enhancement of Chimerism.  Poster Presentation.

25. Michigan Chapter of the American College of Surgeons, May 2013, Kalamazoo, MI.   Kim R, Merchant AM. Perforated Appendicitis Mimicking Acalculous Cholecystitis.  Oral Case Resident Presentation

26. Detroit Surgical Association, March 2013, Detroit MI.  Syed S, Clements JC, Merchant AM. Single incision robotic cholecystectomy vs. Multiport robotic cholecystectomy: systematic review and pooled analysis. Oral Presentation

27. Detroit Surgical Association, February 2013, Detroit MI.  Serior SS, Grauf D, Clements JC, Merchant AM.  Outcomes Of Diabetic And Non-Diabetic Patients Undergoing General And Vascular Surgery.  Oral Presentation 

28. Detroit Surgical Association, January 2013, Detroit MI.  Wong J, Bhattacharya G, Vance SJ, Bistolarides P, Merchant AM. Construction and validation of a low-cost laparoscopic simulator for surgical education. Oral Presentation

PRESENTATIONS:

A. Professional
a. January 2015 St. Mary’s Hospital of Passaic, Grand Rounds “Surgical Treatment of Esophageal Disease.”
b. October 2014, Rutgers-New Jersey Medical School, Department of Surgery, Grand Rounds.  “Surgical Simulation: An Evidence Based Approach.”
c. August 2014, Invited Panelist, Association of Surgeons of India conference in Chennai, India, "Technique And Complications Of Fundoplication" 

d. March 2013, Invited Panelist, International Conference on Esophagus, Stomach and Obesity, Chennai, India, “Issues in Bariatric and Metabolic Surgery.”  

e. April 2009, Emory University, Department of Surgery Grand Rounds. Single-Incision Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy Using the GelPort System, Video Presentation

f. January 2013, Field Neurosciences Institute and Central Michigan University, Department of Surgery, Saginaw MI. Building a Case for Bariatric Surgery Before Spinal Surgery in Morbidly Obese Spine Patients.

g. October 2013, Central Michigan University, Department of Internal Medicine Grand Rounds.  Weight Loss Management and Bariatric Surgery.

h. September, 2012Central Michigan University, Department of Family Medicine Grand Rounds,.  Weight Loss Management and Bariatric Surgery.

i. January 2011, Central Michigan University, Department of Family Medicine Grand Rounds. Bowel Obstruction and Abdominal Pain.

j. January 2011, Central Michigan University, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology Grand Rounds. Abdominal Wall Complications After Laparotomy.
RESEARCH MENTORSHIP
A. Residents
a. Official Field Work Advisor, Rutgers School of Public Health, 2014-2015.

i. The Effect of Health Disparity and Insurance Status in Complicated Hernia Presentation Uring The National Hospital Ambulatory Medical Care Survey
b. Simulation Research Fellow, NJMS Department of Surgery, 2015-2016

i. Initial Design and Construct Validation of an Inexpensive, Homemade Colonoscopy Simulator

ii. The Impact of Interdisciplinary Education on Skills and Attitudes of Emergency Medicine & General Surgery Residents

iii. Validation of an Inexpensive, Homemade Suturing Simulator

c. Simulation Research Fellow, NJMS Department of Surgery, 2016-current

i. Predictive and Concurrent Validation of an Inexpensive, Homemade Colonoscopy Simulator vs Virtual Reality
ii. Criteria Predicting Readmission in Patients Awaiting Elective, Delayed Cholecystectomy for Gallstone Pancreatitis
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