
 NJMS FACULTY COUNCIL  2025-2026 
Chair: Robert L. Johnson, MD, FAAP, Dean 

 
Faculty Organization Officers 

President: Amee Patrawalla, MD, Medicine 
President-elect: Michael Mathews, PhD, Medicine 
VP/Clinical: Michael Shapiro, MD, Surgery 

VP/Basic Science: Nikhat Parveen, PhD, Microbiology, Biochemistry & Molecular 
Genetics 
Past President: Stanley Weiss, MD, Medicine

Department Chairs 
Basic Science:        
Junichi Sadoshima, MD, PhD, Cell Biology & Molecular Medicine 
Matthew Neiditch, PhD, Microbiology, Biochemistry & Molecular Genetics 
(Interim) 
Andrew Thomas, PhD, Pharmacology, Physiology & Neuroscience 
 
 
Basic/Clinical Science: 
Valerie Fitzhugh, MD, Pathology, Immunology & Laboratory Medicine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clinical Science: 
Alex Bekker, MD, PhD, Anesthesiology 
Harsh Sule, MD, Emergency Medicine (interim) 
Novneet Sahu, MD, Family Medicine (Interim) 
Marc Klapholz, MD, MBA, Medicine 
Suhayl Dhib-Jalbut, MD, Neurology 
Robert E. Gross, MD, PhD, Neurological Surgery 
Sara Sinha Morelli, MD, PhD, Obstetrics, Gyn. & Reproductive Health (Interim) 
Marco Zarbin, MD, PhD, Ophthalmology & Visual Science 
Joseph Benevenia, MD, Orthopaedics 
Soly Baredes, MD, Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery 
Onajovwe Fofah, MD, Pediatrics 
Steven Kirshblum, MD, Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 
Petros Levounis, MD, MA, Psychiatry 
Joseph N. Contessa, MD, PhD, Radiation Oncology 
Humaira Chaudhry, MD, Radiology 
Daniel B. Jones, MD, MS, Surgery 

At-Large Representatives 
Basic Science:       Term 
Gopal Babu, PhD, Cell Biology & Molecular Medicine   2025-27 
Samantha Bell, PhD, Microbiology, Biochemistry, & Molecular Gen. 2025-27 
Tessa Bergsbaken, PhD, Pathology, Immunology & Laboratory Med. 2024-26 
Ping-Hsin Chen, PhD, Family Medicine     2025-27 
Mauricio Lillo Gallardo, PhD, Pharm., Physiology & Neuroscience 2025-27 
Steven W. Levison, PhD, Pharmacology, Physiology & Neuroscience 2024-26 
J. Patrick O’Connor, PhD, Orthopaedics    2024-26 
Anthony Olarerin-George, PhD, Pharm., Physiology & Neuroscience 2025-27 
Vasileios Petrou, PhD, Microbiology, Biochemistry, & Molecular Gen.  2025-27 
Melissa Rogers, PhD, Microbiology, Biochemistry & Molecular Gen. 2024-26 
 

Clinical:         Term 
Faraz Chaudhry, MD, Anesthesiology    2024-26 
Erin Feinstein, DO, Neurology     2024-26 
Larry Frohman, MD, Ophthalmology & Visual Science   2024-26 
Abhishek Kumar, MD, Radiology     2024-26 
Pallavi Solanki, MD, Medicine     2024-26 
David Suster, MD, Pathology & Laboratory Medicine   2025-27 
Roger Turbin, MD, Ophthalmology & Visual Science   2025-27 
Alfonso Waller, MD, Medicine     2024-26 
Jared Walsh, MD, Medicine     2025-27 
Shauna Williams, MD, Obstetrics, Gynecology, Women’s Health 2025-27 
  

 
Volunteer Faculty: – TBD       Student Representatives:  Samantha Irizarry (2026)/ George Bebawy (2027) 
Housestaff: Siri Uppuluri, MD Ophthalmology & Visual Science     Esteban Quinones (2028)/ (2029) TBD 


